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The Most Admired list is the definitive report card on corporate reputations. Our survey part-
ners at Hay Group started with approximately 1,400 companies: the Fortune 1,000 — the 
1,000 largest U.S. companies ranked by revenue; non-U.S. companies in Fortune’s Global 
500 database with revenues of $10 billion or more. Hay then selected the 15 largest for each 
international industry and the 10 largest for each U.S. industry, surveying a total of 668 com-

panies from 29 countries. To create the 55 industry lists, Hay asked executives, directors and analysts to rate companies in their own industry 
on nine criteria, from investment value to social responsibility. A company’s score must rank in the top half of its industry survey to be listed.

Because of the distribution of responses, only the aggregate industry scores and ranks are published in: Energy: U.S.; Mining, Crude-Oil 
Production; Petroleum Refining; and Wholesalers: Diversified. Because of an insufficient response rate, the results for companies in the 
Pipelines industry are not reported.

To arrive at the top 50 Most Admired Companies overall, the Hay Group asked 4,104 executives, directors, and securities analysts who 
had responded to the industry surveys to select the ten companies they admired most. They chose from a list made up of the companies 
that ranked in the top 25% in last year’s surveys, plus those that finished in the top 20% of their industry. Anyone could vote for any com-
pany in any industry. The difference in the voting rolls is why some results can seem anomalous. For example, Southwest Airlines ranks 
No. 7 on the overall Most Admired list, far ahead of No. 39 Delta Air Lines. But within the airline category, based on experts’ responses, 
Delta Air Lines leads the ranking for the third consecutive year, and Southwest Airlines missed the Most Admired cut by ranking in the 
bottom half of the industry.

HOW WE CONDUCT THE 
MOST ADMIRED SURVEY

THE WORLD’S MOST ADMIRED COMPANIES THE LIST 2015

NINE KEY ATTRIBUTES 
OF REPUTATION RANK

INNOVATION 1

PEOPLE MANAGEMENT 2

USE OF CORPORATE ASSETS 2

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 1

QUALITY OF MANAGEMENT 1

FINANCIAL SOUNDNESS 2

LONG-TERM INVESTMENT VALUE 1

QUALITY OF PRODUCTS/SERVICES 1

GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS 2

RANK COMPANY LOCATION OVERALL SCORE

1 SEALED AIR USA 6.83

2 INTERNATIONAL PAPER 8 USA 6.74

3 BEMIS USA 5.97

4 ROCK-TENN USA 5.91

5 MEADWESTVACO USA 5.72

6 BALL USA 5.49
NOTES: 8RANK IN FOREST AND PAPER 
PRODUCTS LAST YEAR. 
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